Insulin-like growth factors in obstetrics.
Data from a number of studies reported during the past two decades indicate that the insulin-like growth factor (IGF) system, including IGF-I and IGF-II, their receptors and six high-affinity binding proteins, is involved in the control of foetal and placental growth and development. Recent studies that addressed the role of the IGF system in pregnancy and the clinical usefulness of IGF and IGF-binding protein measurements in obstetrics are reviewed and discussed.